A case of meningeal carcinomatosis presenting with the primary symptoms of facial palsy and sensorineural deafness.
We report the case of a 59-year-old man with meningeal carcinomatosis (MC) who presented with peripheral facial palsy and progressive sensorineural deafness. The patient had been operated on for gastric cancer 1 year previously, and no metastases had been detected in the retroperitoneum or thorax at follow-up examination 1 year later. However, he developed headache, deafness, and peripheral facial palsy and was referred to us for further evaluation, as magnetic resonance of the head had shown no abnormalities. Ramsay Hunt syndrome was suspected, but no increase in the cerebrospinal fluid cell count was detected. On the other hand, the balance test suggested a central disorder. In addition, the plasma level of carcinoembryonic antigen suddenly increased, suggesting MC. The cerebrospinal fluid was examined several times; in the end malignant cells and an increase in the cell count were detected, and the diagnosis of MC was established.